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Agenda: 1 min

e Welcome by AAUW-WA Online Branch
President, Kelvie Comer and Land
Acknowledgement (3 minutes)

e AAUW WA Online Program Lead, Melissa
Johnsen - Introduces Facilitator, Dorothy
McBride (1 min)

e AAUW WA Online Dorothy McBride,
Facilitator -- Our Program Objective: A
Global Crisis: Climate Change —
Washington State and Beyond (10 min)

Melissa Johnsen

Facilitator welcomes and introduces
panelists ; Panelist Perspectives (1 min
intro; 5 minutes each @ 20 minutes total)

Facilitated Q&A (25 minutes)
Facilitator - Audience Q&A (20 minutes)

AAUW WA Online Branch Program Lead
and Panelists - Call to Action (10 minutes)

Closing and thank you by AAUW-WA
Online Branch President (1 minutes)

Panel discussion will be recorded.



Welcome: AAUW Washington State Online President

e Kelvie C. Comer, Ed.D.

* AAUW-Washington State Online
Branch President

* Bio in Appendix

Agenda: 3 mins




AAUW Vision & Mission & Values

* AAUW VISION
* Equity for all.

* AAUW MISSION

* To advance gender
equity for women and
girls through research,

education, and advocacy.

Kelvie Comer

* AAUW VALUES

* Nonpartisan. Fact-
nased. Principled.
nclusive and
ntersectional.




Land Acknowledgement

AAUW Washington State Online Branch wishes to
acknowledge that our branch spans the ancestral lands and
traditional waters of many indigenous peoples.

We honor their indigenous cultures, histories, identities, and
current realities

Kelvie Comer



Dorothy McBride — Facilitator
AAUW WA Online — Public Policy Committee, Member;

WA State Public Policy Committee

Agenda: 1 mins

Dorothy McBride

BIO in our Appendix
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Panel Objectives:

The Climate Crisis, Solutions and Justice

Agenda: 10 mins

Dorothy McBride






Panel Objectives: Earth Day to Climate Change
Every year on April 22, Earth Day marks the anniversary of the
birth of the modern environmental movement in 1970.

* The first Earth Day on April 22, * Earth Day now brings together
1970, celebrated the planet and citizens and activists from around
the need to protect it against the the world to raise awareness of the
impact of 150 years of industrial need to act on environmental
Development concerns such as global warming

and renewable energy.
* The 1980s saw that a sharp
increase in the planet temperature  * S0 too, the institutions established
has had an alarming effect on the in the 1970s, such as Environmental
Earth and its inhabitants Protection Agency and the
Washington State Department of
N Ecology join with other agencies to
A T e tackle the effects of climate change

https://www.Nationalgeographic.org



https://www.earthday.org/history/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/

Panel Objectives: Climate Change — Definition

From the United Nations - What is Climate Change ?

* Climate change refers to long-term * The main greenhouse gases that
shifts in temperatures and weather are causing climate change include
patterns. Such shifts can be natural, carbon dioxide and methane.
due to changes in the sun’s activity or These come from using gasoline for
large volcanic eruptions. But since the driving cars or coal for heating
1800s, human activities have been the buildings, for example. Clearing
main driver of climate change, land and cutting down forests can
primarily due to the burning of fossil also release carbon dioxide.
fuels like coal, oil and gas. e Agriculture, oil and gas operations

* Burning fossil fuels generates are major sources of methane
greenhouse gas emissions that act like emissions. Energy, industry,

a blanket wrapped around the Earth, transport, buildings, agriculture
trapping the sun’s heat and raising and land use are among the main
temperatures. sectors causing greenhouse gases.’

Source: https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change Lo



https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.unep.org/interactive/six-sector-solution-climate-change/
https://www.unep.org/interactive/six-sector-solution-climate-change/
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change

Panel Objectives: Who is Responsible for Climate Change?
From the United Nations - Humans are responsible for global warming

e ‘Climate scientists have showed

that humans are responsible for virtually
all global heating over the last 200 years.
Human activities like the ones mentioned
above are causing greenhouse gases that
are warming the world faster than at any
time in at least the last two thousand
years.

The average temperature of the Earth’s
surface is now about 1.1°C warmer than it
was in the late 1800s (before the industrial
revolution) and warmer than at any time in
the last 100,000 years. The last decade
(2011-2020) was the warmest on record,
and each of the last four decades has
been warmer than any previous decade
since 1850.

* Many people think climate change
mainly means warmer temperatures.
But temperature rise is only the
beginning of the story. Because the
Earth is a system, where everything is
connected, changes in one area can
influence changes in all others.

* The consequences of climate
change now include, among others,
intense droughts, water scarcity, severe
fires, rising sea levels, flooding, melting
polar ice, catastrophic storms and
declining biodiversity.

* Warming weakens the polar vortex and
leads to severe winter weather
elsewhere.

Source:
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
https://cpo.noaa.qov/research-links-extreme-cold-weather-in-the-united-

states-to-arctic-warming/ 11



https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/outreach/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SummaryForAll.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/2020-was-one-of-three-warmest-years-record
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/2020-was-one-of-three-warmest-years-record
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/resources/press/press-release
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/resources/press/press-release
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
https://cpo.noaa.gov/research-links-extreme-cold-weather-in-the-united-states-to-arctic-warming/
https://cpo.noaa.gov/research-links-extreme-cold-weather-in-the-united-states-to-arctic-warming/




Panel Objectives: Myth Busters

* FACT: Renewable energy will soon be the * FACT: Every fraction of a degree of
world’s top source of electricity warming matters

* FACT: Entire countries already rely on e FACT: Clean energy technologies produce
nearly 100 per cent renewable electricity far less carbon pollution than fossil fuels
— example: Costa Rica, Norway, Iceland, Paraguay I}} CLIMATE FACTS L Renewables will become world's Largest electricity source

and Uruguay within three years, IEA data reveals

If we FELLIT], steep cuts to greenhouse

* FACT: Natural gas is a fossil fuel, not a gas emissions can limit global warming .
(oal: 10,323 I
clean source of energy oy ————
. . . i S — @ n-arf!a_u_m:ﬂ.xqa-"'__f_ -
* FACT: Climate change is a major threat to / s -
people’s health A i oy
* FACT: The transition to clean energy will
create millions of jobs " L RY e 155 ey
WL
* FACT: The climate is changing faster than & - g ot 14 it
humans, plants and animals can adapt S - s
wwow 10CE, 2022 Bawray s Sobcpraabins I Chewde Chinge 1120, Baribuct Biped. A S G et anayds ol |EA e Emunﬂnnf
Mgt 7 e bmgomeratd Paed on Cloude Chage 13

Resource: https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/mythbusters



https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/mythbusters




Panel Objectives: Regulations - US, States & Globally
Global

* ‘UN Framework Convention on Climate

* ‘Countries have debated how to
combat climate change since the
early 1990s. These negotiations have
produced several important accords,
including the Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement.

* Governments generally agree on the
science behind climate change but
have diverged on who is most
responsible, how to track emissions-
reduction goals, and whether to
compensate harder-hit countries.’

Reference: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements

Change (UNFCCC), 1992. Ratified by 197
countries, including the United States,

the landmark accord was the first global
treaty to explicitly address climate change.

Each year COP (Committee of Parties to the
1992 Convention) meet to assess progress;
US tried to withdraw from the Paris
Agreement (COP 21) in 2017.

The findings of the first global stocktake,
discussed at COP 28 in Dubai United

Arab Emirates (UAE)in 2023 signaled the
“beginning of the end” of the fossil fuel era.

The overarching aim of COP 28 was to limit
warming to 1.5 Degrees centigrade by 2050’

15


https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements

Panel Objectives: Regulations - US, States & Globally
United States

* The American Innovation and
Manufacturing (AIM) Act of 2020 directs " _
EPA to address Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) £nange.

Federal policies harnessed to fight climate

by providing new authorities to phase e Clean Air Act
down the production and consumption of e Clean Water Act
listed HFCs, manage these HFCs and their
substitutes, and facilitate the transition to * TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act
next-generation technologies that do not « RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery
rely on HFCs. Act
* The Inflation Reduction Act is the most e Superfund (CERCLA)
significant piece of climate legislation in o o
the history of the United States. * FIFRA Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and

* It will deploy nearly S400 billion over the Rodentcicelfct
coming decade to slash carbon emissions.  ESA Endangered Species Act

* By lowering the cost of clean energy
technologies, the law can accelerate their

deployment not only at home but abroad.

16
Resources: https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-regulatory-actions-and-initiatives#:~:text=0n%20September%2023%2C%202021%2C%20EPA,0f%20global%20warming%20by%202100.



https://www.epa.gov/climate-hfcs-reduction/background-hfcs-and-aim-act
https://www.epa.gov/climate-hfcs-reduction/background-hfcs-and-aim-act
https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/inflation-reduction-act-guidebook/
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-air-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-air-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-air-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-water-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-toxic-substances-control-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-resource-conservation-and-recovery-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-comprehensive-environmental-response-compensation-and-liability-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-federal-insecticide-fungicide-and-rodenticide-act
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-endangered-species-act
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-regulatory-actions-and-initiatives#:~:text=On%20September%2023%2C%202021%2C%20EPA,of%20global%20warming%20by%202100

Panel Objectives: Regulations - US, States & Globally

Individual States

Many states are enacting their own climate goals
and policies and serve as laboratories,
demonstrating what's effective and informing

State Climate Action Plans ~

national policy. 0
* ‘33 states have released a climate action plan m
or are in the process of revising or developing
one. This includes 32 states that have released 0
plans and 1 state that is updating its plan. 9
@

* Climate action plans generally include
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
reduction targets and detail actions the state
can take to help meet those goals.

* The plans may also include Additional Climate Action Plan Status
components such as:

* Resilience strategies; clean energy targets; and
economic and social goals.

* The individual characteristics of each state’s
economy, resource base, and political structure
provide different opportunities for addressing
climate change.

https://www.c2es.org/document/climate-action-plans/

® RELEASED
UPDATING

OTHERS
Years Since Climate Action Plan

l
G



https://www.c2es.org/document/climate-action-plans/

Reso

Panel Objectives: Regulations - US, States & Globally
States Working Together

US Climate Alliance
e Launched on June 1, 2017, by the

governors of Washington, New York,

and California to help fill the void left

by the previous administration’s
decision to withdraw the U.S. from

the Paris Agreement, the Alliance has

grown to include 24 governors from
across the U.S. representing
approximately 60% of the U.S.
economy and 55% of the U.S.
population.

rces: https://usclimatealliance.org/in-the-news/energy-news-network-nescaum-mou/

* Governors in the Alliance have

pledged to collectively reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 26-28% below 2005 levels by
2025, at least 50-52% below 2005
levels by 2030, and collectively
achieve overall net-zero greenhouse
gas emissions as soon as
practicable, and no later than 2050

The 24 Alliance states represent
approximately 60 percent of the
U.S. economy and 55 percent of the
U.S. population

18


https://usclimatealliance.org/in-the-news/energy-news-network-nescaum-mou/

Panel Objectives: Regulations - US, States & Globally
States Working Together

* ‘The Northwest is going to need 4,000
megawatts of additional generation —
about 20% of the region’s current output

* Northwest Power and Conservation Council

- An interstate agency, authorized by the
Northwest Power Act of 1980 and approved
by the Legislatures of all four Columbia
Basin states, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and
Washington. It is charged with protecting
fish and wildlife, while ensuring an adequate
and affordable power system.

* Congress created the council, with two

representatives each from Washington,

Oregon, Idaho and Montana appointed by
their governors.

* One of its tasks is creating a 20-year Regional
Power Plan, which is updated every five years.

* Council is in midst of crafting its next plan for
meeting the region’s energy needs while
protecting the environment.

Challenges facing the Northwest all are
ﬁxacerbated by the region’s new energy

og:

* Data centers, which make the demands of the

now-defunct Northwest aluminum industry
look dainty by comparison.

— Just to keep pace with power demand
over the next five years’

* ‘The region also needs to greatly expand
and up%rade its transmission capacity to
move all that electricity.

* “..[A] slow, expensive process with lots of
community opposition.

* ‘Increasing demands of electrification to
help blunt the worst effects of climate
change are still coming, with everything
from cars to heating systems that presently
run on fossil fuels being replaced by
electricity.

* Climate commitments by regional
governments to clean up their power
supplies to be carbon neutral mean just
turning on coal and gas plants to meet
demand won’t be an option.

* Those resources are being powered down!

19

Reference: https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/surge-in-electricity-demand-spells-trouble-for-pnw-forecasts-show/



https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/surge-in-electricity-demand-spells-trouble-for-pnw-forecasts-show/




Washington State — Department of Ecology

e Established Feb 12, 1970, the * |[t’s Washington state’s lead agency for
Department of Ecology in action on climate change
Washington State was the first
government environmental agency in  The Department is in process of
the U.S. updating the Washington Climate

Resilience Strategy to:

* Department of Ecology is committed

to protecting, preserving and * Prioritize environmental justice—
enhancing Washington’s environment reducing impacts of climate change on
for current and future generations. overburdened communities.

* Bring together climate change
response network for better
coordination among state agencies,

* Involved in the supervision of air,
water, shorelines, waste and toxic
materials, and spills and cleanup.

Resources: * Find ways to aid climate response of

https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/our-history

https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/strategic-plan Iocal and trlbal governments -

: https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/environmental-justice



https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/our-history
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/strategic-plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/environmental-justice

Panel Objectives: Regulations - US, States & Globally
Washington State

In 2021, Gov. Jay Inslee signed the Climate
Commitment Act (CCA).which requires WA to
reduce carbon emissions by 95% by 2050

‘The CCA created a market-based cap-and-invest
program to require the state's largest polluters to
buy allowances to emit GHG.

Each quarter Ecology offers allowances to pollute
at auction. Funds are used to invest in programs
to fight climate change and its effects.

Cap and invest program works by setting an
emissions limit, or cap, and then lowering that
cap over time to ensure Washington meets the
greenhouse gas reduction commitments set in
state law.

* Initiative 2117, which would repeal the climate law,
will appear on ballots on Washington November
General Election. The effect of repeal:

* Revenue loss from the repeal is estimated at $1.42 billion in

the first biennium ending in 2025, $1.77 billion in the
following biennium and $1.4 billion in the biennium ending
in 2029, according to the state Office of Financial
Management.

Grant programs available to local governments, tribes and
communities would be suspended, according to the office.
Many capital projects would cease operations and many
state government programs aimed at supporting a transition
to clean energy, reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
improving climate resiliency, supporting tribes and
furthering environmental justice would cease, according to
the office.

“We're screwed,” said Nguyen, the West Seattle senator, if
voters repeal the CCA. “That’s kind of the gist of it. That
became the cornerstone of all three budgets: operating,

capital, transportation.”
22

Reference: https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Climate-Commitment-Act#:~:text=1n%202021%2C%20Gov.,%2C%20schools%2C%20workers%20and%20more.



https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.45.020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.45.020
https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Climate-Commitment-Act#:~:text=In%202021%2C%20Gov.,%2C%20schools%2C%20workers%20and%20more

Our Panelists: Introductions and Perspectives
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Sandra Ripley Distelhorst: Serves as the AAUW-
WA Public Policy Director. Her recent work as
Director has documented the effects of climate
change on women and girls. She is a past
member of the Edmonds City Climate Protection
Committee, and helped sponsor the Taming
Bigfoot Event that encouraged individual and
families to explore ways to lower their carbon
footprint. She is also a member of the Climate
Reality Project and Sustainable Community
Stewards Program.

Meagan Carmack: (she/her) A doctoral
candidate in the department of political science at
the University of Washington. She is an
environmental politics scholar interested in
climate justice issues and adaptation policy.
Meagan aims to understand how systems of
inequality and political institutions intersect to
exacerbate the severity of climate impacts in
frontline communities. Her most recent work
focuses on “climate maladaptation”, particularly
in understanding how maladaptation functions as
a self-reinforcing process and the political drivers
of climate maladaptation. At UW, Meagan is a
member of the WATERS Research Collaborative
(Water, Adaptation & Transformation: Equity,
Resilience and Sustainability) and a fellow for the
Center for Environmental Politics.

Welcome Panelists: Introduction & Perspectives

Martin Gibbins: Martin serves as the chief
policy advocate on Climate and Environment
for the WA State League of Women Voters
(LWV). With a commitment to promoting
legislation that ensures a healthy
environment for both people and wildlife,
Martin has been a vital part of the LWV of
Washington's Advocacy Team since early
2017.

\

Francisca Santana: Francisca is an Assistant
Professor at the University of Washington
School of Environmental and Forest
Sciences and is an environmental social
scientist dedicated to advancing equitable
conservation and adaptation in a changing
climate. She studies the social and
psychological processes underpinning
conservation and adaptation behavior. Her
research investigates topics such as the
social nature of wildfire smoke adaptation
decisions in the U.S. West, coral reef
conservation behavior in Hawai‘i, and
coastal community resilience and climate
adaptation in southeastern Louisiana.

Agenda: 20 mins

Dorothy McBride



Panelists (5 mins per Panelist)

Panelists Perspectives: Climate Change

* Martin Gibbins - 1 * Meagan Carmack- 3
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* Sandra Riley‘ Distelhorst - 4
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Stop Sharing Slide / Dorothy McBride
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How Washington is cutting pollution 95% by 2050

Past emissions Climate policies & future emissions limits

120
E 2020: Clean Energy Tl'ﬂl'ISfOrl'l‘latlﬂn Act

@ 2020: Hydrofluorocarbons

. adl 2023: Cap and Invest (Climate Commitment Act)

i B] 2023: Clean Fuel Standard

80 1 g 90 “‘1_‘ I o8 q=
93.5 MMT* . 2024: Clean Bunldlng Codes

Baseline

ﬂ 2025: Clean Vehicles

60 n 2026. Buildlng Performance Standards

40
20
*Million Metric Tons Years listed are when
of CO, equivalent policies went into effect
(1]

1990-2019 S S S5 5

The timeline and pollution limits are set in state law (RCW 70A.45.020).

26

. . . https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/big-seven-washingtons-biggest-climate-policies
Martin Gibbins


https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/big-seven-washingtons-biggest-climate-policies

Need to reduce 52 MMT GHG emissions by 2030

Future limits

120 HB 2311 (2020)
2018\ _ Remainingreductions needed: 8 T MMT
1000 5 ! Other reductions: 2 MMT
: HFC reductions: 1.3 MMT
i Equal to :
lqggu levels - Clean Energy Transformation Act and other
80 b electricity policies: 12.1 MMT
60 - 1‘.“.‘ 1 1
l':-*nq Climate Commitment Act: 26.2 MMT
40 . - (remaining after CETA and CFS)
‘  70% bel
: E "L 21990 levels
20 ; l
“*... 1990 levels &
: : : “.._net zero
0 ? : o
a® o o P
> > > & d & -+

Martin Gibbins

27



Climate Investments in WA
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CLIMATE INVESTMENTS IN WASHINGTON

This map is for illustration purposes only. Surmmarizes examples of climate-related 2023-25 appropriations, but not all.

https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/climate-commitment-act-polluters-pay-communities-benefit

Martin Gibbins


https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/climate-commitment-act-polluters-pay-communities-benefit

Climate and environmental threats

& The New York Times

Climate Change Increases Chance of Wildfires in California

The research adds to a growing body of work finding that climate change is
increasing fire risk in California and elsewhere in the West.

4 week
£ SciTechDaily

Coral Reef Cover, Biodiversity, and Fish Catches Have
Declined by Half Since the 1950s

Coral reefs around the world are under threat because of climate change,
Members of the Canadian Forces fill sandbags to create a makeshift dike behind houses in OverﬂShing. DOHUUOH. and more. Now, researchers reporting in the...

Abboulovd Br ti sh Columbu where last month's rainfall led to calaalrophtc floods.
¥ RA H Y ARR

YCK. THE CANADIAN PRESS Sep 17, 2021

@ wireD
ENVIRONMENT 2021 IN REVIEW

Climate Change May Make Hurricanes Hit Sooner and Last
20217's weather disasters brought Longer

home the reality of climate change

While previous studies have looked at how climate change may make
hurricanes more intense or cause them to drop more rain, this is one of the...

NATIONAL ,
GEOGRAPHIC S days ago

Francisca Santana



Resources

eClimate Commitment Act — Department of Ecology
eBallotpedia: I-
2117 https://ballotpedia.org/Washington Initiative 2117, Prohibit Carbon Tax Credi

t Trading and Repeal Carbon Cap-and-

Invest Program Measure (2024)#Text of measure

eAnnual Report — Governor’s Office

eCap-and-invest offsets - https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-
act/cap-and-invest/offsets

*Big Oil wants CCA to survive - Grist

eHow to talk about climate change with family and friends
e\Washington State Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Limits
eMethane Capture CCA funding

¢ WVUS Climate Interest Group

o[ WVWA Issue Paperonl-2117

To take action: No on 1-2117 https://no2117.com/

30


https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act
https://ballotpedia.org/Washington_Initiative_2117,_Prohibit_Carbon_Tax_Credit_Trading_and_Repeal_Carbon_Cap-and-Invest_Program_Measure_(2024)
https://ballotpedia.org/Washington_Initiative_2117,_Prohibit_Carbon_Tax_Credit_Trading_and_Repeal_Carbon_Cap-and-Invest_Program_Measure_(2024)
https://ballotpedia.org/Washington_Initiative_2117,_Prohibit_Carbon_Tax_Credit_Trading_and_Repeal_Carbon_Cap-and-Invest_Program_Measure_(2024)
https://climate.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/How the CCA invests in Washington March 2024.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act/cap-and-invest/offsets
https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act/cap-and-invest/offsets
https://grist.org/politics/washington-cap-and-invest-law-repeal-oil-companies/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/how-to-talk-about-climate-change-family-friends-conversation/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/1902031.html
https://biomassmagazine.com/articles/washington-state-offers-funding-to-reduce-landfill-gas-emissions?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=8e276df7-0155-414f-ab64-ab3c4262c2a6
https://groups.io/g/lwvclimateteam/wiki/26861
https://www.lwvwa.org/resources/Documents/BallotMeasures/2024 Ballot Initiatives/I-2117 Issue Paper LWVWA.pdf
https://no2117.com/

Adaptation at multiple scales

HHA\EQQ

uen | | H Igl‘l Co untry News

LABOR

Washington to adopt rules
protecting farmworkers from
wildfire smoke

Some labor advocates say they don't go far enough.

(2]
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Vulnerability at multiple scales

A
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Individual behavior

e Mitigate harm and reduce threats to personal health (carman & zint, 2020)
 Support community adaptation and resilience (Hughesetal, 2017)
* Contribute to system-level transformation (wisson etal, 2020)

Photo: Sarasota County, FL

Phor: NY Times

Francisca Santana



The goal of my research is...

To advance our understanding of how social and affective dimensions
shape climate adaptation decisions by individuals and in communities.

How?
Multiple methods (surveys, interviews) and community-engaged,

participatory research
Fields/disciplines: social and conservation psychology, environmental

sociology, and human geography
Theory generation and production of actionable knowledge

Francisca Santana



Social dimensions

Social norms - informal standards of

behavior (Cialdini, 1991; Lapinski and Rimal, 2005)

« Descriptive social norms
« Subjective social norms

Photos: Getty Images :

Francisca Santana



Affective dimensions

. Affective dimensions —
“emotional involvement

With n atU re” (Kollmuss & Agyeman, 2002)

Place attachment
(Buta et al., 2014; Scannell & Gifford, 2010)

Photo: Kipuka Olgwalu

Francisca Santana



Civic place attachment Natural place attachment

%Photo: Francisca Saptana
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What is Environmental Justice (EJ)? Why do we need EJ in

* Environmental justice (EJ) can mean a
lot of things:
* Distributive justice
* Procedural justice
* Recognition justice
* WA Dept. of Ecology’s definition

* Examples of EJ in your backyard:
e Swinomish Climate Adaptation
Plan
* Wetland restoration projects
* Duwamish River clean up
(superfund EPA site)
e HEPA filter giveaways

Meagan Carmack

Washington State?

§
-

Map 1: Final Environmental Health Disparities Ranking of Washington state (version 2.0).

ndex



Different Interpretations of the Sources of Environmental
Injustice

Figure 2.1. Impact Analysis Figure 2.2. Vulnerability Analysis

Multiple
outcomes: Multiple causal factors: Specific
Single » Reduced well-being o outcome:

event:

Resource access Poverty ———

¥ Dislocation

Political exclusion

¥ Loss of livelihood

Market fluctuations ———

Drought |——

» Hunger Unstable policy —————
Environmental variability _’ Loss of livelihood
p Famine or change '

Poor infrastructure —— o

» Economic loss Poor social security system ——p

Sourece: Author’s illustration. Lack of planning ——— — !

Meagan Carmack

Source: Ribot (2013: 52)



Threat x Vulnerability = Risk

g8 i

THREAT

Environmental
Exposures

Diesel emssions
Ozone concentration
PM2.5 concentration

Proximity to heavy traffic
roadways

Toxic releases from
facilities

Meagan Carmack

=

Environmental
Effects

Lead risk from housing

Proximity to hazardous waste
treatment, storage, and
disposal facilities

Proximity to Superfund sites

Proximity to nsk management
plan facilities

Wastewater discharge

P=Le?

VULNERABILITY

Socioeconomic
Factors

Limited English
No high school diploma
People of color

Population living in
poverty

Transportation expense
Unaffordable housing
Unemployment

Sensitive
Populations

Populations with
high death

rates from
cardiovascular
disease
Populations with
high percentages
of low birth
weight

Communities experiencing

a disproportionate share of
environmental health burdens
that will need more assistance
to reach equitable outcomes



view beyond GHG
reduction...

Meagan Carmack

Therefore, reducing climate o —
impacts involves a broader

Eutrophication
Poverty Water crisis
Biodiversity loss Health
Ecotoxicity T
: i Carbon
=4 emissions
Resource
Air pollutants scarcity
Affordable goods :
& services Inequality
Overconsumption
Image source: Jan Konietzko (nd) -~ """



Studies show differences in climate change impact for men vs women
Unique health and safety risks for women and girls

Reproductive health risks

* Increased risk of pregnancy complications due to heat stress

* Higher rates of preterm births and low birth weight in extreme weather

* Reduced access to reproductive health services (including contraception), feminine hygiene products, and
safe sanitary spaces, during climate disasters

* Climate-related events like extreme heat, air pollution, and vector-borne diseases can lead to adverse
pregnancy outcomes and reproductive health issues.

VONIWS

Wildfire smoke is a health risk
Climate change hurts women

for pregnant people — both
physically and mentally Climate change impacts women more. more
sl e S We must legislate to protect their

health Extreme weather is linked {o pregnancy complications,
increased viclence, and inescapable exposure to pollution

Lun M, 2u24 and heat.




Unique health and safety risks for women and girls

Gender-based violence

* Heightened risk of violence in aftermath of natural disasters
* Increased vulnerability during climate-induced migration

* Suggested risk factors:

* increased life stressors, failure of law enforcement,

e exposure to high-risk environments,

* exacerbation of existing gender inequalities and unequal social norms

Extreme weather and climate events likely to drive increase in gender-based violence

EDITARIAL - volume 44, 100 June 209a - dpen dooess

Lessons from El Nifio: gender-based violence must
be on the agenda for future climate events

T lanont l-'m_t;i(m.al Healtr - Armiericas

articls Infio

How Climate Change and Instability

Exacerbate Sexual- and Gender-Based
Violence and Violence Against Women

and Girls
Poctanl ar Dacascar 7 200 3Ry Kim
Tl wemmmss v s s e el e le e et e ol e see il eeas Liprics e hoean i al=
1% I:'h:g al"ﬁc{t wernen, ok Ldwen, ard maroitzlizes
Mlsslsslppl Gender_hased vlllJlEﬁCJE Durlng anl apguspriala salul L L TR E N R TR
and Aﬂer Hun‘icane Katri na (I B R R TITIC 1T R :‘-'.“'-'n.'\n"ﬁ] CIERR LR T
= glaba by while 1t 15 critizzl to azdress the acods af all
g 1 3 vasimlivng aecl vaisiveg v s iess al s e g s al
= rala ard reafl ok careclal s nakirs] = sashees
g 16 16.3
o 14
2 12
=) L
= 0 0.1
S /
@ /
g /
£ 4 A6
2
0
28-Aug-05 Post-Katrina 2006 2007

MR chart wsing dats [rom Anastario, Michsel, Madine Shehab, and Lyon Lowey, 2009, “Increnset
‘d "-' ielence Among Women In‘tm‘nall'l.r I)l:p]acx:d in Mississippl 2 Y ears Post-Hurricane Katrina.”

U T N (U Y R N AR T T T

I TS



Policy can significantly contribute to changing social norms and mindset.
US policy makers are slow to include gender in climate policies.

United Nations has been using gender mainstreaming for decades. We need to use it too!

USA is finally acknowledging gender in climate policy.
e 2021 U.S. government acknowledge the need to promote gender equality in climate policy:
e U.S. National Strategy on Gender Equity and Equality.

e 2023 US signed
* Signed COP28 Gender-Responsive Just Transitions and Climate Action Partnership
 Committed $1.4 billion in investments in Women in the Sustainable Economy (WISE) Initiative
» Released United States Strategy to Respond to the Effects of Climate Change on Women

118th Congressional bills in 2023-2024
* Protecting Moms and Babies Against Climate Change Act H.R.3302 /S.1601
* Climate Change Education Act H.R.7946 / S.4117
* Climate Displaced Persons Act 5.3340
* Promoting Youth Mental Health and Well-being in a Changing Climate H.Res.259

Sandra Distelhorst


https://www.whitehouse.gov.mcas.ms/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/National-Strategy-on-Gender-Equity-and-Equality.pdf?McasCtx=4&McasTsid=20892
https://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-gender-responsive-just-transitions-and-climate-action-partnership
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/11/16/fact-sheet-vice-president-harris-launches-women-in-the-sustainable-economy-initiative-totaling-over-900-million-in-commitments/
https://www.state.gov/reports/united-states-strategy-to-respond-to-the-effects-of-climate-change-on-women-2023/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3302?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22climate+change%22%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1601?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22climate+change%22%7D&s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7946?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22climate+change%22%7D&s=10&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4117?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22climate+change%22%7D&s=10&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3340?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22climate+change%22%7D&s=6&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/259?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22climate+change%22%7D&s=6&r=6

Studies show differences in knowledge, attitudes and actions between
men and women

Knowledge

*  Women tend to be more concerned and knowledgeable about the potential impacts of climate change on
health, food security, safety, and well-being.

« Men tend to have greater technical knowledge about energy and emissions

Attitudes

 Women generally express higher levels of concern about climate change and are more likely to report feeling
emotional distress about climate change, including eco-anxiety.
« Men more likely to be skeptical of climate science claims

Actions

«  Women more likely to make personal lifestyle and household-level changes (e.g. recycling, energy
conservation) to reduce their carbon footprint.

* Men more inclined to support technological solutions and policy changes

 Women typically express stronger support for climate change mitigation and adaptation policies.

* Men more likely to prioritize economic concerns when considering climate policies.

Key Factors

» Differences often linked to societal roles, education access, and cultural norms
e Variations exist within genders; individual factors also important

Sandra Distelhorst: Format and summary assisted by Claude Al



Panelists: Questions & Answers — a Discussion
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AAUW Facilitator Dorothy McBride:

Facilitated Q&A and Discussion with the Panelists

Agenda: 25 mins

e Questions & Discussion with our Panelists

Stop Sharing Slide
Dorothy McBride



AAUW Facilitator Dorothy McBride: Facilitated Attendee Questions

Agenda: 20 mins

=]

Please submit your questions via CHAT — Send to EVERYONE

Dorothy McBride
Stop Sharing Slide
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Call to Action: Climate Change

Act

Agenda: 10 mins
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Call to Action: Learn, Advocate & Action — Climate Change

Learn about Climate Change from a variety of resources

United Nations

* https://www.un.org/en/climatechan
ge/what-is-climate-change

Earth Day Organization

e https://www.earthday.org/history/

The Center for Climate and Energy
Solutions

e https://www.c2es.org/

.S. Climate Alliance

* https://usclimatealliance.org/about/

US Environmental Protection

Agency

Judy Rogers

* https://www.epa.gov/climate-
change/climate-change-resources-
educators-and-students

* The University of Washington Climate
Impacts Group
e https://cig.uw.edu/

* Washington State
* Washington State Climate Department

https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/environmental-justice
Washington Environmental Health Disparities Map

2024 Annual Report — Governor’s Office

CCA Environmental justice (5140 million)

*  S5.9 million to improve urban tree canopy
* 538.6 million for Participatory Budget grant program

* 510.2 million for state agencies to implement the Healthy Environment for All
Act (HEAL Act)

* 526.3 million for grants to tribes and overburdened communities related to
implementing the HEAL Act and updating the Department of Health’s
environmental health disparities map

* 525 million to improve air quality in overburdened communities

WA Department of Commerce grants.

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/program-index-
2/environmentaljustice/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/?s=grants
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https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
https://www.earthday.org/history/
https://www.c2es.org/
https://usclimatealliance.org/about/
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-resources-educators-and-students
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-resources-educators-and-students
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-resources-educators-and-students
https://cig.uw.edu/
https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/environmental-justice
https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
https://climate.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/How%20the%20CCA%20invests%20in%20Washington%20March%202024.pdf
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/program-index-2/environmentaljustice/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/program-index-2/environmentaljustice/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/?s=grants

Call to Action: Learn, Advocate & Action —Climate Change

EPA’s Climate Change Resources

Climate Change Indicators: This website describes observed

changes in the environment, society, and ecosystems. An
easy-to-understand, data-rich resource for teaching about
causes and effects of climate change.

Climate Change Science: Learn about the science of climate

change with information on climate change basics and
causes.

Climate Change Impacts: Explore information on climate

change impacts to communities, ecosystems, and industries
in the United States.

What You Can Do About Climate Change: Find and share

strategies for taking individual climate action with students
or peers.

Generate!—Board Game on Climate Change: This

interactive board game enables players to explore energy
choices and the environment and gets students “energized”
in some friendly competition.

ENERGY STAR Kids: Find out why energy efficiency is so

important to addressing climate change and what you can
do to help.

Other Educational Resources - Content on non-Federal
websites is not endorsed by EPA and is not subject to
Federal information quality, privacy, security, and related
guidelines.

* American Museum of Natural History: OLogy
Check out some of these games, stories, hands-on
activities, and videos for learning about climate change.

* Environmental Solutions Initiative at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (ESI at MIT): TlLclimate Guides
for Educators

* These “Today | Learned: Climate” guides comprise
flexible, ready-to-use activities for high school teachers,
designed to bring concepts from energy to hurricanes to
food into the classroom. They are an extension of
the TlLclimate Podcast series and complement other
learning resources on the MIT Climate Portal.
National Geographic
Find lesson plans, articles, activities, and more for K-12
educators on earth science, climatology, conservation,
and geography. Activities geared directly to students can
be found at National Geographic Kids.
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https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators
https://www.epa.gov/climatechange-science
https://www.epa.gov/climateimpacts
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/what-you-can-do-about-climate-change
https://www.epa.gov/air-research/air-quality-and-energy-choice-stem-activities-educators
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https://environmentalsolutions.mit.edu/mit-climate-portal/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/education-resources/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/

Call to Action: Learn, Advocate & Action — Climate Change

Engage with AAUW Public Policy — Washington and a variety of
Environmental Non-profits to advocate for the protection of our
environment — Globally, US and in Washington State

Washington State

g e Washington Conservation Action
[ ]
The Nature Conservancy in * Washington State’s Environmental

Washington _ Priorities Coalition is made up of 27
e Northwest Environmental Advocates statewide environmental

: organizations working to safeguard
* Audubon Washington our environment and the health of

egislative session.

e Look for more Environment Nonprofits
here

* https://www.environmentalgroups.u
s/washington/

e Conservation Northwest guacomrgunities thrcr)]ug\bvaorlli_cy and

. : udget advocacy at the Washington
Sa_ve Our VV"‘?' Salmon State Legislature. Every year, the

e Climate Solutions Coalition comes together to select

e No on 2117 - https://no2117.com/ riorities to advance during the

Dorothy McBride



https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/washington/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/washington/
https://northwestenvironmentaladvocates.org/advocacy/
http://wa.audubon.org/
https://www.conservationnw.org/
https://www.wildsalmon.org/
https://www.climatesolutions.org/
https://no2117.com/
https://waconservationaction.org/our-work/areas-of-work/environmental-priorities-coalition/
https://www.environmentalgroups.us/washington/
https://www.environmentalgroups.us/washington/

Call to Action: Learn, Advocate & Action — Climate Change

Spread the word to vote |, 2111 -.

and vote NO on Initiative | {2y
2117

* League of Women Voters P T GATE
aCtion pla nS an;mmanwmAnsnachrme

CCA, a market-based cap-
and-invest program that

requires the state's largest

* Save trees, enhance tree e
canopy |

({12117 - ON YOUR BALLOT )

w ashington y
\_ i

Under I-2117, any
future cap and trade or
cap and tax program
will be off the table

* Electrify your home; reduce
use of natural gas @. preer—

The CCA has raised billions to

protect our air, water, and forests
This includes wildfire prevention
12117 would siash this

e Support public transit.

c1 eslnqmg at

nlnooirw and soil, ( )

Senously, no one benefits fro

. —
this except curpov;lbons. who e0| o
poliute the most _——

Dorothy McBride
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Thank you for joining us!

Agenda: 1 mins

 Our Attendees
 Qur Panelists

* If you would like a Recording of the Panel, please
contact AAUW WA Online.
Johnsen.Melissa@gmail.com

* A PDF of the presentation will be posted on our
Website. https://wa-online.aauw.net/
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Thank you!

Panel discussion will be recorded.
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APPENDIX

Bios / Climate Change Detailed Background
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Bios: Panelists & AAUW WA Online Leadership
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Kelvie Comer - AAUW Washington State Online President

Kelvie C. Comer, Ed.D.
AAUW-Washington State
Online Branch President
United States

Professional Highlights

Principal, Independent Non-Profit Organization Management Consultant

AAUW Washington State President (2012 - 2016), AAUW Nominating Committee,
Chair. (2014-2015); also serve on AAUW-WA Tech Trek Committee, Professional
Women's Night Chair, Corporate Fundraising

Dean of Education, Health, and Human Services; Central Michigan University
Interim Provost, Alma College, Michigan

Dean of the School of Professional Studies and Graduate School, Eastern
Connecticut State University

Interim Dean, College of Fine and Applied Arts, The University of Akron, Ohio

Education

Temple University, Doctor of Education (Ed.D.), Master of Education (M.Ed.),
Penn State University, Bachelor’s Degree, Secondary Education, English/Language
Arts Teacher Education
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Dorothy McBride- Facilitator

Dorothy E McBride, professor emeritus of political science at Florida Atlantic
University, earned her B.A. at University of Montana and an MA and PhD from

Vanderbilt University.

In her career at FAU, she specialized in teaching and research in comparative politics
and women and public policy and published several books and articles.

She also helped establish the M.A. in women’s studies program.
In 2005, she retired and moved to Tacoma, WA. After years of scholarly exploration
of feminist influence in policy making in US and Western Europe, she turned to

advocacy to challenge gender hierarchies and raise women’s status.

In AAUW, she found allies in this endeavor and now serves as public policy chair for
the WA Online branch.
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Sandra Ripley Distelhorst — AAUW WA Public Policy Director

Sandra Ripley Distelhorst is the AAUW-WA Public Policy Director. Her recent
work as Director has documented the effects of climate change on women and
girls. She is a past member of the Edmonds City Climate Protection Committee,
and helped sponsor the Taming Bigfoot Event that encouraged individual and
families to explore ways to lower their carbon footprint.

She is also a member of the Climate Reality Project and Sustainable Community
Stewards Program. Besides engaging in community- focused advocacy efforts,
she advocates for policy changes through groups like AAUW-WA and LWVSC.

She believes her single biggest climate protection advocacy is voting for local,
state and congressional representatives who support climate protection
policies. She endorses a NO vote on 1-2117 which would repeal our state
climate protection act. See Recommended Climate Protection Reading.
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Background



Earth Day - History

Every year on April 22, Earth Day marks the anniversary of the birth of the
modern environmental movement in 1970.

[T]he stage was set for change with the publication of
Rachel Carson’s New York Times bestseller Silent Spring in
1962. The book represented a watershed moment, selling
more than 500,000 copies in 24 countries as it raised
public awareness and concern for living organisms, the
environment and the inextricable links between pollution
and public health.

Senator Gaylord Nelson — Wisconsin, had long been
concerned about the deteriorating environment in the
United States.

January 1969, he and many others witnessed the ravages
of a massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California. Inspired
by the student anti-war movement, Senator Nelson
wanted to infuse the energy of student anti-war protests
with an emerging public consciousness about air and
water pollution.

Senator Nelson announced the idea for a teach-in on
college campuses to the national media.

* He persuaded Pete McCloskey, a conservation-
minded Republican Congressman, to serve as his co-
chair.

* Senator Nelson recruited Denis Hayes, a young activist, to

organize the campus teach-ins and to scale the idea to a
broader public, and they choose April 22, a weekday falling
between Spring Break and Final Exams, to maximize the
greatest student participation.

Earth Day 1970 inspired 20 million Americans — at the
time, 10% of the total population of the United States — to
take to the streets, parks and auditoriums to demonstrate
against the impacts of 150 years of industrial development
which had left a growing legacy of serious human health
impacts.

By the end of 1970, the first Earth Day led to the creation of
the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the
passage of other first-of-their-kind environmental laws,
including:

the National Environmental Education Act,

the Occupational Safety and Health Act, and
the Clean Air Act.
* Two years later congress passed the Clean Water Act.

62
Resources: https://www.earthday.org/history/



https://www.earthday.org/history/

Washington State — Department of Ecology

* ‘On Feb. 12, 1970, the Washington * ‘Through [Department] grants and loans,
Legislature voted to establish the [the department] invest directly in local
Department of Ecology, and the governments, non-profit organizations,
agency was signed into law on Feb. 23, and tribal governments. Our finding
1970, by Governor Dan Evans. helps communities:

* Five months later, on July 1, 1970, * Clean up former industrial pollution, restore

natural functions of rivers and their

Ecology officially opene_d Its doc,)rs to floodplains, protect water quality, electrify
175 employees, becoming the first school buses, restore habitat after an oil
government environmental agency in spill, and prevent and clean up litter.’
the United States.
* As an agency that predates the federal A financial @ﬂf our budget mfa;'[’fu";ﬁrf'ﬁfﬂ'{ﬂﬂw

Environmenta| Protection Agency purtner passesthmughthe agency Iacalerjuironmentsand

. . directly to local communities. ~ create jobs.
(EPA), [Washington] quickly became a Ecology does more |
model for environmental protection than Just uphad
around the country.’ laws and

regulations.

Resources: https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/our-history >



https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Payments-contracts-grants/Grants-loans/Find-a-grant-or-loan
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/our-history

Washington State — Department of Ecology — Strategic Plan &

Environmental Justice

Washington State Strategic Plan bk
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Environment Justice

* The first statewide law to create

a coordinated and inclusive
approach to environmental
justice was passed by the
[Department] Office of Equity
Environmental Justice was
established.

Environmental
é{ustice Principles

»> Achieve the highest attainable
environmental quality and health
outcomes for all people.

Our Office of Equity and
Environmental Justice leads oUfingage communities
agency strategy to reduce meaningrusy.
pollution and health disparitiesge snsparent
in communities most at risk.

[The] office also helps [the
Department to] identify

governmental barriers for at-

risk communities and

determines how we can remove

those barriers.

»> Adopt a racial justice Ienst"_ i

»> Be accountable,

Resources: https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/environmental-justice G4



https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.02
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Who-we-are/Our-Programs/Equity-Environmental-Justice
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Who-we-are/Our-Programs/Equity-Environmental-Justice
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/environmental-justice
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/strategic-plan

Regulations - US, States & Globally
Global

Summary

* ‘Countries have debated how to combat climate change since the
early 1990s. These negotiations have produced several important
accords, including the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement.

* Governments generally agree on the science behind climate change
but have diverged on who is most responsible, how
to track emissions-reduction goals, and whether to compensate
harder-hit countries.

* The findings of the first global stocktake, discussed at the 2023 UN
Climate Summit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE),
concluded that governments need to do more to prevent the global
average temperature from rising by 1.5°C/

* The findin%s of the first global stocktake, discussed at the
2023 UN Climate Summit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), concluded that governments need to do more to
|i>r5ecyce,nt the global average temperature from rising by

* Dubai Agreement 2024 include
* Dubai COP 28 (COP Means “Committee of Parties” —
term follows from the 1992 UN agreement and the
meetings are held every year.

* December 2023
* Signaled the “beginning of the end” of the fossil
fuel era.
* Overarching aim to limit warning to 1.5 Degrees
centigrade by 2050

Reference: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements

What are the most important international agreements on climate
change?

‘Montreal Protocol, 1987. Though not intended to tackle climate change,

the Montreal Protocol was a historic environmental accord that became a
model for future diplomacy on the issue. Every country in the world eventually
ratified the treaty, which required them to stop producing substances that
damage the ozone layer, such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

* The protocol has succeeded in eliminating nearly 99 percent of these
ozone-depleting substances.

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 1992. Ratified by 197
countries, including the United States, the landmark accord was the first global
treaty to explicitly address climate change.

Kyoto Protocol, 2005. The Kyoto Protocol adopted in 1997 and entered into
force in 2005, was the first legally binding climate treaty. It required developed
countries to reduce emissions by an average of 5 percent below 1990 levels and
established a system to monitor countries” progress.

Paris Agreement, 2015. The most significant global climate agreement to date,
the Paris Agreement requires all countries to set emissions-reduction pledges.

* The United States, the world’s second-largest emitter, was the only
country to withdraw from the accord, a move by former President Donald
Trump that took effect in November 2020. However, President Joe Biden
reentered the United States into the agreement during his first months in
office. Three countries have not formally approved the agreement: Iran,
Libya, and Yemen'
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https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume%201522/volume-1522-i-26369-english.pdf
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/montreal-protocol-successful-ozone-and-climate-agreement-turns-30/
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/frameworks/parisagreement
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/consequences-leaving-paris-agreement
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements
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